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Abstract 

An image formation and control method and apparatus enabling a 
user to print data to be printed reliably up to the limited reproduction number 
5 permitted to the user even if troubles at the time of printing occur when the 
number of reproductions of the data to be printed is limited, is presented. 
With reference to the printing management information added to the data to 
be printed, when the number of reproductions of the data to be printed is 
limited, the mode is changed from the performance priority mode for normally 

10 reproducing data to be printed into the safety priority mode capable of 

carrying out the required reproduction more reliably than in the performance 
priority mode, the number of printing of the data to be printed is managed as 
a printing history, and the printing of the data to be printed is controlled 
based on the number of reproductions of the data to be printed and the 

1 5 managed printing history. 
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